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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions in the application: 

1. (currently amended) A system for enabling a portfolio manager to obtain credit 
approval for an issuer of securities from a credit analyst comprising: 

a) a first database containing issuef-informatio n regarding issuers of 
securities ; 

b) a second database containing compliance rules providing guidelines for 
the purchase of securities for selected portfolios; 

c) means for permitting a portfolio manager to determine whether Mt 
issue f a particular issuer of securities is on a list of approved issuers for a 
selected portfolio based upon the compliance rules contained in the 
second database; 

d) means for permitting a -the portfolio manager to submit a credit approval 
request , with regard to the particular issuer of securities, to a credit 
analyst if it is determined that an issuo rt he particular issuer of securities 
is not on a list of approved issuers for a-the selected portfolio; 

e) means for permitting a credit analyst to evaluate the credit approval 
request submitted by the portfolio manager based on the issuer 
information contained in the first database; aad 

f) means for permitting the credit analyst to resolve the credit approval 
reques t and transmit the resolution of the credit approval request to the 
portfolio manager in real time; an d on b e half of th e portfolio manag e r 

g) a trade entry system configured to receive a trade request from the 
portfolio manager and execute a purchase order for a security issued by 
the particular issuer of securities after credit approval has been received . 

2. (original) A system as recited in claim 1, further comprising means for 
broadcasting the credit approval request to the credit analyst for evaluation. 
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3. (original) A system as recited in claim 1, further comprising means for providing 
the portfolio manager with status messages indicating the status of a credit approval 
request. 

4. (original) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein the means for providing the 
portfolio manager with status messages includes a graphical display providing color-coded 
status messages. 

5. (original) A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the issuer information 
contained in the database includes objective data and subjective data. 

6. (original) A system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the means for submitting a 
credit approval request includes a graphical user interface having a data entry field for 
entering a description of the request. 

7. (original) A system as recited in claim 6, wherein the graphical user interface 
permits a portfolio manager to assign a degree of relative importance to the credit approval 
request in a data field. 

8. (original) A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the means for permitting the 
credit analyst to resolve the credit approval request includes a graphical user interface 
accessible by the credit analyst for specifying a resolution to the credit approval request in 
a data field. 

9. (original) A system as recited in claim 8, wherein the graphical user interface is 
adapted and configured to permit the credit analyst to resolve the credit approval request 
by adding an issuer to at least one list of approved issuers. 
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10. (currently amended) A system for enabling a portfolio manager to obtain credit 
approval for an issuer of securities from a credit analyst comprising: 

a) means for determining whether an issuer of securities is on a list of 
approved issuers for a selected portfolio, based upon a set of compliance 
rules for guiding the purchase of securities for the selected portfolio, 
wherein both the list and the compliance rules are stored in a database; 

b) means for submitting a credit approval reques t, with regard to a 
particular issuer of securities, to a credit analyst if it is determined that 
^the particular issuer of securities is not on a list of approved issuers 
for a-the selected portfolio; 

c) means for monitoring the status of the credit approval request in real 
time ; 

d) means for managing the status of the credit approval request; and 

e) means for resolving the credit approval request on behalf of the 
portfolio manager. 

1 1. (original) A system as recited in claim 10, wherein the means for submitting a 
credit approval request for an issuer includes a graphical user interface accessible by a 
portfolio manager for entering a description of the request in a data field. 

12. (original) A system as recited in claim 11, wherein the graphical user interface 
permits a portfolio manager to assign a degree of relative importance to the credit approval 
request in a data field. 

13. (original) A system as recited in claim 10, wherein the means for monitoring 
the status of the credit approval request includes a graphical display viewable by a 
portfolio manager. 

14. (original) A system as recited in claim 13, wherein the graphical display 
provides color-coded status messages viewable by the portfolio manager. 
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15. (original) A system as recited in claim 10, wherein the means for managing the 
status of the credit approval request includes a graphical user interface accessible by the 
credit analyst for specifying the status of the credit approval request in a data field. 

16. (original) A system as recited in claim 10, wherein the means for resolving the 
credit approval request includes a graphical user interface accessible by the credit analyst 
for specifying a resolution to the credit approval request in a data field. 

17-21 (canceled) 
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